
   

GENDER ISSUES IN GIANT FRESHWATER:  
GIANT PRAWN 2017, 22 MARCH 2017,BANGKOK, THAILAND  

“Giant freshwater prawn 

aquaculture studies in 

Thailand  showed clear 

opportunities to for wom-

en to improve livelihood, 

to strengthen family rela-

tionships and to avoid 

the need for migration in 

search of opportunity in 

urban areas“ 

Women involved in harvesting of GFP in Thailand  

“Panel discussion on Gender Issues in Giant 
Freshwater Prawn (GFP) Value Chain” 

The purpose of a panel discussion is to provide as a platform 

for development of a community of people committed to      

equitable and effective cooperation among researchers and 

academics, technicians, fisheries officers and non-

governmental organizations in research and practice on   

gender in aquaculture and fisheries and explore the ways to 

promote gender equitable and sustainable livelihood           

opportunities in GFP value chains .   

Panel discussion organizing committee   

This panel discussion had been arranged alongside the   

Conference by the Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries   

Section of the Asian Fisheries Society. Dr. Malasri Khumsri of 

the DoF, Thailand, chairing the session and session was 

guided by Dr. Meryl Williams. Two panelists were Dr. Harvey 

Demaine, a former faculty of the Aquaculture and Aquatic Re-

sources Management Program at AIT and Dr. Amonrat Serm-

watanakul, expert on ornamental fish and the Gender Focus 

Point of the Thai DoF.  
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Women in GFP Value chain in Bangladesh 

Dr. Demaine introduced his paper on “Women in the GFP 

Value Chain in Bangladesh” paid tribute to the role of the late 

Dr. M.C. Nandeesha in promoting the focus on gender in   

aquaculture, his paper was based on successful Danida-

funded projects. After briefly describing the important         

contribution of prawn aquaculture to Bangladesh and its rural 

economy and stressing the difference between the two      

culture systems of brackish water shrimp culture and      

freshwater prawn culture, he noted that there had been     

several studies by development agencies on the GFP value 

chain which focused on gender.  

These studies mainly identified the involvement of women in 

post-larvae (PL) catching, a marginal livelihood strategy often 

associated with natural disasters, and in low-wage and      

seasonal work in processing plants. 

Dr. Demaine noted that the potential for GFP in the area cov-

ered by the Danida projects had long been recognized.     

This had been taken up by the Greater Noakhali Aquaculture 

Extension Project in 2003, which had adopted a strongly    

pro-poor approach to its development. This meant examining 

the potentials for poor households, especially women-headed 

households, to involve in the value chain.  

 

 

Opportunities for women in 

GFP had been identified  in 

Bangladesh; 

 Women involved in the drying 

of fish for fish feed on the off-

shore island of Hatiya 

 Women in the newly form char 

lands who had mini-ponds   

created from excavation of their 

house platform, but which 

could be used for PL nursing; 

and 

 Women in new settlement    

villages where the communal 

pond was almost the only     

resource and where their   

menfolk had frequently         

migrated for employment.  

Women involved in agriculture near  
GFP’s ponds in Thailand   

Woman PL nurser with her output in Noakhali  

Women involved in harvesting of GFP in 
Thailand  

2 



GNAEP 

GNAEP had succeeded in 

linking these groups into 

the wider market chain 

through developing links to 

Community-based          

Organizations, some of 

them organized by women, 

and the local private sector 

who had invested in prawn 

hatcheries and a feed mill 

and offered interest-free 

credit. There were positive 

livelihood outcomes of all of 

the interventions; the   

women PL nursers in     

particular had more than     

tripled their incomes as a 

result of nursing two cycles 

of PL in the early season.   

In concluding, Demaine 

issued a word of caution: 

such positive livelihood  

outcomes depended upon 

the links to the international 

market which Bangladesh 

had difficulty to maintain in 

the face of export bans  

Women and men involved in the GFP hatchery in Thailand : packing of PL  

Gender involvement in GFP value chains in 
Thailand  

Dr. Amonrat  Sermwatanakul presented the results of a recent 

field survey in the province of Nakhon Pathom. She noted that 

gender-disaggregated data on GFP in Thailand had previously 

been lacking, but that the results of the study showed a rather 

positive picture in which women were involved in most steps of 

the value chain:  

 Collection of broodstock from their own family and contract 

ponds; 

 PL production in hatcheries, where women were employed 

alongside men except in the disinfecting of tanks; 

 Pond or tank nursing, where women were involved more in 

feeding; 

 Grow-out in a variety of systems (including with white shrimp 

and tilapia) in which women were involved in feeding, harvest-

ing and, interestingly maintaining the production and financial 

records.  The harvesting of GFP of marketable size was most-

ly done by women and that women’s wage rates were the 

same as those of men; and  

 Processing and sale, which mainly involved women again in 

their role in financial management, as well as in the local mar-

keting of value-added products. 
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Gender involve-
ment in culture 
based fisheries of 
GFP has been prac-
ticed long times in 
Thailand: 

The involvement of 

women in culture 

based fisheries in com-

munity ponds earnings 

from the production 

from these extensive 

systems were utilized 

for a range of commu-

nity development activi-

ties. Once again, wom-

en were involved in the 

financial management 

of the operation as well 

as harvesting using a 

range of small gears.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women involved in harvesting in culture based fisheries in community ponds   

Way forward for improve gender mainstreaming in GFP in Thailand should be to consider the 

gender dimension as integral part of the development strategy for the sector; that there should be more 

gender-disaggregated analysis of GFP value systems; that the authorities should assist in capacity 

building and facilitation of women’s groups in these systems; and that networking between groups and 

publication of their activities through various media channels should be encouraged. 

4 



Men prepared feeds 

Feeding by women 

Women recorded cost and income  

The panel was asked whether the findings of the two studies were any surprise.  Their view 

was that, while the involvement in low-cost marginal occupations was well-known, the range 

of opportunities for women was much wider but the value chain had to be explored in detail 

to identify these.  

 Gender Specific Comments from Other Papers 

In other papers given at the Conference, Fatima Ferdouse Razeghpanah of InfoFish men-

tioned that current trends in the international market indicated a relative stagnation in the 

consumption of prawn in Western Europe and a rapid growth in domestic consumption in 

countries in Asia with a growing urban middle class. In support of the observation of Dr. Noi 

above, she argued that this offered considerable opportunity for women entrepreneurs / 

traders to market value-added products from prawn, such as the prawn samosas now ap-

pearing in Bangladesh. Timothy Pickering from the South Pacific Community in his paper on 

the development of giant prawn farming in the Pacific Islands also noted the important in-

volvement of women in the newly developing supply and marketing chains.  
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